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stronger together

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Sisters,

Thirty years ago | boarded an Air
Canada plane for my first trip out of
the country. | was a young sisterhood
board member embarking on a jour-
ney. | wasn't alone; our sisterhood
president and a vice president also
made the trip. We shared a room and
good times. Thirty years later | re-
turned to the same hotel as the Presi-
dent of the Northeast District. The
excitement of thirty years ago has
remained with me. The first time feel-
ing of walking into a plenary and see-
ing 700 women waiting to take care of
the business of what was then the Na-
tional Federation of Temple Sister-
hoods (NFTS) and is now the Women
of Reform Judaism (WRJ) was a sight
to behold. | was in awe. The leader-
ship was welcoming with wonderful

women who have turned WRJ into a
great organization. Lillian Maltzer,
Connie Kreshtool, Davna Brooks,
Dolores Wilkenfeld, our own Judith
Hertz and many more. Believe it or
not the problems were the same. How
do we increase
a good fundraiser? How can we help
the planet? And the most important
how can we help ourselves?

This year in Toronto we heard two
wonderful presentations with similar
threads running through them, peace
and freedom. Doctor 1zzeldin Abue-
laish spoke of peace between his peo-
ple and I srael 8s.
story, he told how he lost two young
daughters in a raid. He continues his
work as a doctor in adverse condi-
tions.

The Jane Evans Pursuit of Justice

me m

Award was given to Judy Feld Carr, a
woman of action. Mrs. Carr helped
3000 Jews emigrate secretly from
Syria. The stories were amazing. How
one woman could accomplish such an
act of courage is staggering.

bTﬁerwsorpsho%s?wer\éVgs?N(t)ngesrful as

they were thirty years ago.

It is my hope for those of you who
were able to attend the Assembly that
you have brought back the same feel-
ing that | had thirty years ago; the
desire to make sisterhood your life's
project.

I\We ara truly Stfoliger tTagetteh i n g

B'Shalom,
Michele

send your URL link to

Sisterhood Presidents: Please send us your

Sisterhood URL for us to add to our website. Please
info@wrjnortheast.org

Thanks so much.

Paulette Black and

Bev Steinberg
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At the
assembly in
Toronto the

three
resolutions
that were up

for
consideration
passed!

From the FirstVice President

I was so terribly proud of
the Northeast District at our
recent assembly in Toronto.
As the host district, we

| e wire I th§ stlight. Our

Canadian sisters did us
proud. Thanks so much to
all of you.

It was wonderful to meet all
of the Northeast sisters who
traveled to Toronto. In this
day and age we tend to
forget how valuable seeing
each other face to face can
be. If you were not in To-

ronto, | want to meet you. If
you wer e, | 8dd
you again. | hope you will
plan to attend a Northeast
District event in the near
future. If you live in Massa-
chusetts or Rhode Island,
please plan to attend the
area day for Massachusetts
and Rhode Island Sister-
hoods in Needham, MA on
March 7. Details will be
coming soon. If you live
elsewhere in our wonderful
district, please keep an eye

Programming & Advocacy

While up in Toronto during
November for our Assem-
bly, | was pleased to serve
on the Resolutions Commit-
tee. Before
opening of the Assembly
we met to go over the three
resolutions that had been
sent to every sisterhood for
their review and considera-
tion. There were no prob-
lems about any of the reso-
lutions, but we wanted to
be sure that the wording
was proper, understand-
able and conveyed the
proper meaning, in order
to expedite their passage
during each plenary; a very
d very 0 easy task.

The delegates did have
comments, but we were
pleased that the following
resolutions were passed:

Immigration & calling for
comprehensive immigra-
tion reform and humane
treatment of detained immi-

t

grants, ending workplace
raids and unwarranted
home invasions, and
streamlining immigration
lprecesses;f f i ci al 6

Elder Abuse & educating
our congregation and the
medical community on the
signs of abuse and appro-
priate care, and calling for
legislation to protect our
elders; and

Food Production and Distri-
bution & urging legislation
for food safety standards,
promoting healthy eating
habits, creating our own
gardens and encouraging
the use of fair trade items.

As many of you may know,
these resolutions arose and
took form in individual sis-
terhoods. The women who
devised and honed them
felt the need and impor-
tance of bringing these
matters to WRJ as a whole

out for events in your area.
I hope | will get to meet
each and every one of you
soon.

So, as the leaves turn ever
browner and fall off the
trees, my favorite time of
year, fall, is ending. Unfor-
tunately, that means winter
is on the way. May the
warmth of sisterhood keep
all of us warm this winter.

Abby Fisher
WRJ NE District 1st VP

for our action and advo-
cacy.

Have any of your sister-
hoods in the Northeast Dis-
trict considered a social
action project worthy of
formulating a resolution?
Give it some thought.

Looking ahead, the next
Assembly is in Washington,
D.C., in 2011, and then
back to San Diego in 2013,
which wil |l be
anniversary.

Barbara Prins

WRJ 8 s
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Marketing & Communications
We are proud to bring you terhoods and Board mem- ant webmaster, Betsy Gar-
our new website - a great bers under Who We Are, field from WRJ Southeast
tool for keeping us in close LINK forms under Tools for was so talented and crea- Send yOUf
communication and sharing Sisterhood, and critical is- tive. She listened very well eventS tO
important information eas- sues program ideas for to our needs, put together
ily. your sisterhoods under our beautiful photos (from our new
Please visit Critical Issues. all over our beautiful dis- .
www.wrjnortheast.org and We want to make this a glecst?gri:(é i%?rjstitr:al\r;l};rr:; urs WebSIte
chzck %Ut :lhe (ljr}formatlon viry :Dnlteractlve an useful thanks to Betsy. | also want and we
under the headings: site. elase sctan us any to thank Betty Weiner and ” t
What 6s New regional events, program Abby Fisher for their help Wi pOS

ideas, questions, and feed- .

back 1 throughout the planning them|
Who We Are ) aflc 0 theast process. We look forward :
Tools for Sisterhood info@wrjnortheast.org. to staying in touch with all

Critical Issues

You will find upcoming
events on our calendar un-
der What 0s

New

| want to take this opportu-
nity to thank Bev Steinberg,
who worked closely with
me in planning and devel-
oping the site. Our consult-

of you. Happy Hanukkah to
you and your families.

Paulette Black

Please visit the WRJ Northeast District website at www.wrjnortheast.org

Iz http:fiwww.wrjnortheast.orgl - Windows Internet Explorer

G 7[R i wrinortheast orgf v (2] [x] | (2]
Fle Edt View Favoritss Tools  Help

@) share Browser  WebEx

W o I‘)WRJ ME — Mortheast District Women of Reform Judaism ] l - B =~ |-k Page » (0 Tools -

WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM sironger together

- -
Northeast District
Welcome What's New Who We Are Tools for Sisterhoods Critical Issues
Quick Picks Rl

Save the Datel

Qur very own Bienniall

WR.J Mortheast Biennial Convention
Albany. NY

October 8th-10th, 2010

Welcome to the new WRJ Northeast District website

WRJ District 1 has consolidated with WRJ District 3 to form the WRJ Northeast District. The
Northeast District encompasses Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York,
Rhode Island and Vermont: plus Ontario and Quebec, Canada: and the Virgin Islands.

We are here to encourage understanding and support of the programs, activities, and projects of
WRJ and to provide direct services to our district sisterhoods. We are a liaison between the local
Sisterhoods and Women of Reform Judaism. -

Qur future is exciting!

Check the website for

upcoming events.

Go to What's New — Calendar

Participation in the wide variety of district activities offers WRJ members opportunities to develop
leadership. share success stories, discuss problems, acquire new skills. and encourage Jewish
values in everyday life.

Contact us at
info@wrjnortheast.org

| Contact WRJ in New York ‘

< ] »

H 0% -

[3 e Inkernet
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Service to Sisterhoods

There is wonderful news to
tell you! The WRJ Northeast
Distr:&t website is up and

r [ nln i0n§ ! | 6v
peek at it an
When you go to our web-
site at wrjnortheast.org
youdl I see a
that directs you to four ar-
eas. What 6s

district calendar of upcom-
ing events as well as the
latest newsletter. (Be sure
to check this section if you
live in Massachusetts or
Rhode Island to get the in-
formation about your up-
coming Area Day on March
7th). Who We Are lists the
members of the board, the
district sisterhoods and our
by -laws. Tools for Sister-
hood gives you resources,
forms and sisterhood shar-
ing. Critical Issues has a
discussion about immigra-
tion. There is also a contact

e
d

w

N

email address:
info@wrjnortheast.

Our website will also link
you to the WRJ website.
The Service to Sisterhoods
section is loaded with infor-
mation for you. Sisterhood
presidents have user
names and passwords to
access the information on
Sisterhoods and Leadership
Materials. The user name is
usually the first 2 letters of
your first name and your
entire last name. The pass-
word is mitzvah. Select
oOLeader ship
which will be in bold on the
menu. If you have any
problems, contact Pat
Cwiekalo, the Service to
Sisterhoods secretary, at
pcwiekalo@wrj.org.

There is too much informa-
tion to give you in this
space, so | ol

Temple Israel, Staten Island, NY
Muriel Schlefstein, President

This came in too late for the last newsletter but | felt it impor-

tant to put in anyway.

At this time of Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur we as
Jews ask God for forgive-
ness of our sins and to re-
member us and our loved
ones in the book of

life. When coming to tem-
ple for these high holidays
wear something of a loved
one who has passed, a pin,
a scarf, a necklace, or bring
a small picture in your
pocket. Doing so will make
their light shine again. We
remember our past and

- Editor

look to the future, looking
to the past by remembering
them and looking to the
future by showing them
what has gone on in our
lives since they have
passed, so in bringing
something to the temple on
the high holidays we can do
both. Remembering our
family and friends who
have passed and keeping
them alive not only by com-
ing to temple on yiskor but
at this special time also.

Ma

then complete it in the next
newsletter. Sisterhood and
Leadership Materials in-
cludes such resources as:
leadership publications,
materials from the 2009
Sisterhood Leadership Con-
ference, membership ad
templates, Reform Judaism
Magazine ads, scripts and
services and the Strategies
for Success archives. The
Listserv section includes:
listserv archives, listserv
etiquette and instructions
on changing your listserv
settings or information.

With so much support from

our District and from WRJ, it

is easy to see that we really
are O0OStronger

Patti Nacht

I wear my
lace; my husband wears his
d add s Inpthisrway they
are ever far from us and

their light does shine again.

Lynn Silberman

mot her ds

Toget |
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Am Shalom, Barrie, Ontario, Canada
Judy Liss, President

We are having a wonderful
fall! We started out by go-
ing fishing in Owen Sound;
by renting our own Captain
and his boat. Next year we
plan to sleep on the boat
the night preceding the

trip. There was sun and fun
but no fish.

For the first time we ca-
tered a Bar Mitzvah our-
selves. It was a lot of work
but we were paid $1000 in
advance!

Brotherhood and Sister-

Beth El Temple Center, Belmont, MA

hood are preparing a
breakfast for "Out of the
Cold" once a month.

Our last event was a night
at Georgian Downs to see
the trotters. Two members
donated a blanket with "Am
Shalom" sewn on and our
picture was taken with the
winning horse in the sixth
race. The horse was wear-
ing our blanket in the pic-
ture.

A fundraiser is our "Spa
Event" at a member's home
and we will provide, wine,

Zhanna Davidovitz, President

The WRJ Beth El Temple
Center (Belmont, MA) Sis-
terhood and the Ritual
Committee, with the sup-
port of the temple clergy,
are happy to continue the
opportunity for a period of
quiet on Friday nights, be-
fore the 8pm services, for
pause and reflection. Tem-
ple members, their guests,
and those interested now
have a time and place set
aside to slow down and
focus on the transition from
the stress and busyness of
the week to the calm of
Shabbat.

This program is offered
before our Friday night
Shabbat service. The Tem-
ple is open at 7pm and the
library will be available at
7:15pm for 30-40 minutes
for an individual to sit qui-
etly, relax, reflect, or medi-
tate in whatever way is
comfortable. No experi-
ence is necessary. All are
welcome. You can attend
one session or both ses-
sions. A temple member
will facilitate each session.
The
hand to introduce the ses-
sion, set the tone, and an-

ofacilitat«

cheese, facials, manicures,
massages, hot tub and a
sauna.

All our members are look-
ing forward to many events
in the winter and spring.

Judy Liss

swer questions.

We offered this Jewish
meditation program last
year and it was very posi-
tive. I'tds a
transition from our busy
lives into the Shabbat
peacefulness.

For more info, contact Sis-
terhood member, Carol K.
Goldman,
carol.goldman@comcast.n
et, 617-926-1126.

Paulette Black

You are invited
to participate
in a Jewish
meditation
initiative,
oPrepa
Pray

It has been my pleasure to act as Editor for this newsletter
over the past few years. | have enjoyed reading all of the

wonderful articles sent in by so many sisterhoods. | will be
turning over the reins after this edition to Kathy Francos.

| know that she will do an incredible job.
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Top Right- Patti Nacht, Amy Jo
Willig and Michele Levy. Top

Left6Templ e
charter and gavel.

Temple Chaverim, Plainview, NY
Amy -Jo Willig, President

60Ti s the seasoof
lighting, dreidels, choco-
|l ate gel t, | at

vodka?? Well, it rhymes
with latkes! On Wednes-
day, December 9, 2009, the
Sisterhood of Temple
Chaverim of Plainview,

New York hosted its annual
Latkes & Vodka Hanukkah
Hannah Party. It was a busy
night for all who partici-
pated!

First, Sisterhood was offi-
cially presented with our
WRJ (Women of Reform
Judaism) Charter and com-
memorative gavel by rep-
resentatives of the North-
east District, Michele Levy
and Patti Nacht. We are
very proud to be a member
of WRJ and look forward to
many years of association
and participation.

Then the festivities began!
We had scrumptious home-
made latkes (made by one

Chaveri mds

our
husband!) and a variety of
toppings. Delicious liba-
tions quenched our thirsts
as well as lots of noshes.
What would a Sisterhood
function be without food
and drink??

A fun time was had playing
our hilarious Hanukkah
Hannah game!
how to play? Well here
goes: Each participant must
bring a wrapped grab bag
gift (you decide on the
minimum price). These get
placed on a table in the
center of your chairs. Each
OHannaho
from a bowl and sits in
numbered order. The first
person picks a gift, un-
wraps it, shows the crowd
and sits down. The second
person does the same but
then has the option whether
to keep their gift or steal
the first per
continues until all gifts are

D

picks

S

Si st er h unwrapped. Lastly, the first

person gets to decide if she
will keep her gift or steal
anyone
is the BEST! So will you
Steal or No Deal next year?
| recommend that you have
a time limit for each
oOHannaho¢ and
one Emcee this game.

Sisterhood also collected
new pajamas, winter acces-
sories, board games and
toiletries for a local charity.
We brought back our won-
derful Snowflake Angels
which allowed us to make
the holidays a little brighter
for a child. And if that was-
not enough,
goody bags
Club upcoming Family Pan-
cake Breakfast!

Amy Jo-Willig

N e g

The women of Temple
Chaverim with Michele
and Patti and their new
charter.

el seds!

we
for

So,

have

our

S

(

prep:
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Temple Beth Shalom, Needham, MA
Judy Ravech, President

On Sunday, October 4, a
team of ten women from
our Sisterhood participated
in the American Cancer
Societyds Maki
Against Breast Cancer, a
5.7 mile walk along the
Charles River in Boston.
Our group included several
mother -daughter teams!
Fortunately, the expected
rainy weather held off and
the event provided a won-
derful opportunity to con-

For the past 11 years, 35-40
of our Sisterhood members
have gathered together for
a weekend to celebrate our
annual spirituality retreat.
We traditionally hire an
outside facilitator to plan
and guide our weekend
journey, but we will be pre-
senting our members with a
new experience this year.
For our 12th retreat, the
committee has decided to
tap into the varied talent of
our own clergy and mem-
bership to create and facili-
tate our program. The
theme of "ritual" will be
explored and developed
during the weekend
through prayer, Torah

nect with each other while
getting some exercise and
raising funds for this very
worthy cause. We felt great
joy in saying
we finished the walk, along
with 40,000 other partici-
pants. Our team, walking
together for the first time,
raised over $2,800 through
the dedicated efforts of
many of our team mem-
bers, as well as through the
sale of customized Making

study, introspection, crea-
tive writing and art. We
will strive to gain an under-
standing of ritual and the
role it plays in our both our
secular and religious lives.
We will use "The Women's
Commentaryo t
the ritual of Torah study
and how we can make this
practice an even richer
experience using the many
views offered in this amaz-
ing resource. We will also
share beautiful Shabbat
evening and morning ser-
vices which is a highlight of
creating a spiritual atmos-
phere. We experience
some time for ourselves at a
beautiful venue where our

(0]

Strides t-shirts which fea-
tured our own Sisterhood
logo on the back. Even
some of our rabbis pur-
chased them! We are look-
ing forward to an even lar-
ger turnout and greater
fundraising next year.

LS

Judy Ravech

members can enjoy a full -
service fitness facility and
spa as well as nearby shop-
ping to feel pampered dur-
ing some of our downtime;
this year our retreat will be
held at the Resort and Con-
ference Center at Hyannis
on Cape Cod. New friend-
ships will be made, old
friendships renewed and
new insights will be gained
by all We cano
another special weekend
with our sisters!

Susan Patkin

The women of Temple
Beth Shalom of
Needham, MA

Page 7

For the past 11
years, 35-40 of
our Sisterhood
members have
gathered
together for a
weekend to
celebrate our
annual
spirituality
retreat.

y et
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ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS

Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

As first time delegates to the WRJ
Assembly, it is our pleasure to re-
port on our experience.

0 We

|l oved it! é

We really realized that we are so
very much a part of a much larger
organization. As part of WRJ, we
have access to a wealth of resources
such as materials and program
ideas, as well as an amazingly tal-
ented, energetic, supportive group
of women. Any of us can access in-
formation from the WRJ web-

site. The site is there to be used by
all sisterhood members.

Rosanne Selfon, in her outgoing
presidential address asked the
question that she had been asked
regularly during her presi-

dency. 6 Do congregati
need a sisterhood? In our egalitar-
ian movement, what value does a
single gender organization for

women bring to temple life where
myriad committees and special in-
terest groups exist? Her response
she stated has always been in the
affirmative both for the benefit of

the women involved and for the

world that these women af-

fect. Sisterhood women share spe-
cial bonds as well as a collective
commi t ment to

This is what we overwhelmingly
experienced at the Assem-

bly. Being part of a sisterhood of
women is very, very special.

We learned from the sessions we
attended. For example, there was

0Getting the Most
Assembly, and

Using Technol ogy
Grow Up With |1ta6.

came from two budgeting seminars

and on Shabbat there was the
thought -provoking session on inter-
marriage and a very humorous ses-
sion entitled

ditiono6 |l ed by

Attending the opening plenary ses-
sion, where the work and future of
WRJ were seriously discussed,
made us realize just how vital our
presence, our voice and our vote
are. We truly are stronger to-
gether. During this plenary, we
heard a very moving key -note ad-
dress by Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish, a
Palestinian physician who lost three
of his daughters in an Israeli military
attack in Gaza and has become a
symbol of hope and peace between
the Israelis and Palestinians.

Dr

During the seccl)n plenary ses-
Qo JuJy Eefti'cary who secretly
brought over 3,000 Syrian Jews pro-
hibited from leaving that coun-

try, out of Syria, was awarded the
Dr. Jane Evans: Pursuit of Justice
Award. Her talk was spellbinding.

The YES Fund Luncheon gave us a
greater understanding of the scope
of this fund and how WRJ strives to
sustain and enhance the ideals of
Reform Judaism and to ensure its
future throughout North America,

mi t zlsreeltardd .around the world by sup-

porting the Youth, Education and
Special Projects of Reform Juda-
ism. The District lunch gave us a
feeling of being
an immediate feeling of closeness
and camaraderie and a chance to
share viewpoints and fundraising
iq@astwith@ther Sigteghoodsavprk-

0 U n ding towards eomman goala. n d

CpBndifi&hatd
rifinach

¥ be-
a%'d %ﬁeﬁesér

alike was at times emotionally in-

tense, particularly during the Kab-
balat Shabbat Service and the Shab-
bat morni nGoretidthe | | ah.

0 Se xShionmat hceo | Jleewcitsihv eTlrya -wi t h 3

. RefBrm telws, Wdande the ionme r .
while others carried the Torahs sent
shivers down our spines. To this
day, when we think back to the ex-
perience, it is still overwhelming.

At the last Plenary Session, it was a
proud moment for us to witness two
members of our Sisterhood in-
stalled, namely Sara Charney as 5th
Vice President of the Board of WRJ
and Lyn Feldman as WRJ Board
Member.

Finally, thank you

to SaraCharney and Janice Babins,
the chairs of local arrange-

ments. This was a job so well done!
o0Yasher ra&odhe tesiof
us who volunteered 0 everywhere
we went, when people discovered
we were from Toronto, they were
quick to compliment the wonderful

owomen in the red apronso

We want to thank Sisterhood for the
opportunity to participate as dele-
gates at this Assembly and wish all
of our sisters who have not yet had
this experience, such an opportu-
nity in the future.

Before, WRJ was just an acronym,
now we understand what the acro-
nym means.

WThe nxt Assembilydvil Berheldid
Washington D.C. from December
14-18, 2011.

Rosalie Sussman and Jill Kamin
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Temple Am Echad, Lynbrook, NY

With my stomach tied up in knots, |
ducked my head and boarded the
smallest plane | had ever been on to
fly to Toronto for my very first Bien-
nial. | had been looking forward to
this trip for months and wanted to
look like I knew what | was doing.
Greeted at the hotel by Northeast
District President Michele Levy, | was
given a light blue ribbon plus a blue
star that branded me as a Biennial
virgin. So much for looking like |
knew what | was doing! Here | was
with Janet Ettelman, Barbara Stern,
Vivian Blumstein, Abby Himmelstein
and Sheila Plotkin, joining with
women from every part of the U.S.,
Canada and the Virgin Islands and so
many wonderful events lay ahead.

| listened to Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish, a
Palestinian doctor, talk about peace
after losing three of his six children in
an Israeli air strike. Holding no bitter-
ness, he is a great symbol of hope.

We heard Michael Oren, Israeli Am-
bassador to the U.S. and Tony Blair,
former Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom speak.

Rabbi Eric Yoffie unveiled a compre-
hensive program for deepening and

enhancing Shabbat observance in a
Reform context
Shabbat."

| was honored to represent us at the
YES Fund Luncheon to receive the
Kavod Award for outstanding
achievement in YES Fund donations,
presented by Rabbi David Saper-
stein, with whom | grew up at Temple
Emanu-El!

| attended Friday night services with
over 3000 people followed by the
Oneg Song Fest. What an experience
to sing and laugh together, and to
dance arm in arm with strangers!

Saturday morning services were
something to behold - praying with so
many people who knew all the
prayers and blessings, just like me.
The volunteer choir was absolutely
phenomenal. And then, hakafot. The
music plays, the Torahs come out and
suddenly people are dancing the

hora in the aisles, spinning by arm in
ar m. I didndét joi
stand back and take it all in. There
goes a group, all adults with one little
boy with his little legs moving so fast
just to keep up. Another line passes

in front of me with a little dog running

cal ldenceshyBmbéacDng

n
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along. Look again and a little lady

tion she gave me some homework?)

There was not a dry eye in the room
when Judy Feld Carr accepted the Dr.
Jane Evans Pursuit of Justice award.
Over 28 years, she single handedly
negotiated the release of over 3,000
Jews from Syria, creating a kind of
Underground Railroad. This unassum-
ing woman did a most extraordinary
thing and is so very humble. Would |
have the courage and strength to do
what she did?

The crying continued as Rabbi Jacob
spoke and Barbara Stern presented a
Torah to Rabbi Ayala Miron of syna-
gogue Bavat Ayin in Israel. She spoke
not only about the struggles of being
a Reform Jew in Israel but also of the
struggles of being a woman Rabbi in
Israel.

What an inspiring experience. There
are so many smart, strong women
invotved inIWRJ. 0T'fsey nunvee artd e d
inspire the future generation of lead-
ers of WRJ and | feel incredibly hon-
ored to have been there with them.

Donna Levy

Rut h!

The women of Holy blossom Temple after
Sara Charney was installed as a WRJ VP.

Is that a Mountie or Pnina Margolese?

Friday Night Shabbat Services

( Di d



