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stronger together

WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

As summer starts to come to a
close our thoughts turn to sister-
hood. Soon sisterhoods will begin
a new year of programming which
will include events and projects. A
membership campaign is vital to
sisterhood life. Membership
should be encouraged throughout
the year. Fall is our busiest time to
recruit. We find ourselves con-
tinuing our membership promise
in the next few months in earnest.
Membership brings our sister-
hoods new and renewed life each
year.

Please look at your past cam-
paigns. Have all your temple
women received invitations to join
sisterhood? How about an e -mail?
Making phone calls is an easy way
to connect to your women. Reach
out to the religious school and
seniors about the importance of
sisterhood. It would be wonderful
if each sisterhood in the District
could increase its membership by
5%. Membership is our lifeline;

we can only be Stronger To-
gether!

The WRJ Assembly is taking place
in Toronto, Canada this Novem-

ber. The Northeast District will be
offering scholarships for registra-
tion to sisterhoods who have not
attended the last two assemblies.
If you've already applied to WRJ
for assistance we will receive the
information from WRJ. | hope to
see you at our District lunch in
Toronto.

From my family and the Northeast
District Board we wish you a
Sweet and Happy New Year.

Michele Levy

District President

WRJ ASSEMBLY, TORONTO, NOVEMBER 4

-8, 2009

During these normally hazy, lazy days of summer, your Canadian hosts are hard at work
preparing for the Assembly. Excitement is building in Toronto as our many volunteers

are choosing their assignments.

You might be wondering who won the volunteer competition: you all did! Yay! How is
that, you ask? When we tallied the results, we discovered that each sisterhood has the
same number of volunteers. So you are all winners and we applaud you!

Please have a look at the WRJ website for lots of pertinent and enticing details about the

Assembly.

One more reminder to please get your passports in order.

We are so looking forward to greeting our co
We

coul dnot do

-host sisters from the Northeast District.

this without

Big Canadian bear hugs from Janice Babins and Sara Charney,

Co-chairs, Local Arrangements

y ou!
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From the FirstVice President

This summer my son (along
with Denise

I cirapglefl to@agern Europe

and Israel with NFTY.
Through the magic of the
internet, | have seen pic-
tures of him on camelback,
with the IDF, and at Ausch-
witz. It struck me that | sent
my son to Auschwitz to
show him what Hitler tried
to do, but, at the same time,
| sent my son to Auschwitz
to show that Hitler failed.
My daughter is spending
the summer at URJ Crane
Lake Camp. She is having a
total blast in an all Jewish
environment, something
that | never experienced
growing up in New Eng-
land. Both my kids will
come home; Jewish identi-
ties strong and happy, be-

Le

cause they spent time with
URJ youth programs. Those
URJ youth programs are, |
am proud to say, supported
by our WRJ YES fund dol-
larsfi that Y is for youth!!!

While they were away, |
spent an afternoon with
Carol Hanover (immediate
past president of D1), sort-
ing through boxes and
boxes of old D1 material to
go to the archives. Most of
the stuff went back as far as
1988, but there was one
old, yellowed, TYPED
agenda from a board meet-
ing in 1957. You can feel
the impact of the typewriter
on the paper. The meeting
was presided over by Mrs.
Abraham Levensohn i
thatds Hel en
whose name graces our

Glauber -Levensohn fund! It
was weird looking at this
sheet, that was written be-
fore my parents were mar-
ried, let alone before | was
born, and realizing how
much like our agendas

their agenda looked.

So that has been my sum-
mer. | am proud that our
work in WRJ and the North-
east District is helping to
ensure the future of Reform
Judaism, a future | see
every day as | look at my
kids, and | am also proud to
stand on the shoulders of
those who came before me
in this work and to whom
we owe so much.

Abby Fisher

L WRJ NE District "vp

Marketing & Communications

As | write this article, | want
to wish all of WRJ Northeast
a summer of fun, family,

and renewal. Summer is a
great time to recharge for
our work with our local sis-
terhoods and WRJ North-
east.

Bev Steinberg and | have
been very busy all summer
long collaborating with our
web designer, Betsy Gar-
field, from WRJ Southeast
on developing the WRJ
Northeast website. Please

visit http://
www.wrjnortheast.org/ and
see the beginning of our
new website.

We are reaching out to all
WRJ Board members for
help in editing, writing, and
photos. If you have photos
of beautiful scenery in New
England, New York, and
Eastern Canada, please
send us your photos to
Paulette.Black@hmhpub.co
m

It has been exciting to cre-

ate this new site and to col-
laborate with our Board and
to learn about web design
from Betsy. We are looking
forward to launching the
site in a few months. The
website will be a very use-
ful tool and a great way to
connect our WRJ Northeast
community.

Wishing you and your fami-
lies a wonderful summer!

Paulette Black

See the beginning of our new website at

http://wrjnortheast.org/
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Development & Special Projects

YES Fund, WRJ is able to effect
change to: NFTY, the Hebrew Union
College (HUC -JIR), the World Union
for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ), the
URJ (Union for Reform Judaism), and
for all of the grants and special pro-
jects such as the Cantorial Library at
the Geiger College in Germany 0 the
Reform seminary for Northern and
Eastern Europe, and the list goes
oné.

A few weeks ago | had the opportu-
nity to participate in a phone confer-
ence with District Development and
Special Project Vice Presidents. The
focus of our call was to discuss YES
Fund initiatives and ways in which
Sisterhoods and individual women
can participate.

So, what is the YES Fund? YES stands
for Youth, Education and Special Pro-
jects.

the budget and the collective efforts
of our women allowed WRJ to meet
their financial commitments for the
year.

If you would like additional informa-
tion about the YES Fund and what
your sisterhood can do, please go the
WRJ website or contact me via email
at: rsobol@nycap.rr.com. Please
remember that the YES Fund is the
only way, we as members of WRJ,
work on supporting, outside our sis-
terhoods, the mission of WRJ & to pro-
tect and ensure the future of Reform

Many sisterhoods throughout the
United States have held YES Fund and
Circle of Service/Lifeline events.

This fund represents the financial
efforts of all the members of WRJ and
the donors. It is used to strengthen

ST . Through individual and sisterhood Judaism
the |qst|tut|ons of Reform/Progressive contributions over $165,000 was
Judaism gnd ensure t.he future of Re- raised for the YES Fund in the 2009
form Jewish leadership. Through the fiscal year. That was almost double Robin Sobol

Programming & Advocacy

During our Northeast District Board
meeting on August 1 and 2, at the
suggestions of those board members

appropriately. Toronto, especially on Friday Morn-
ing, November 6, when some of the

Please watch for emails as follows: workshops will focus on program-

participating in the assignments un- Canada 8 Critical Issues 8 Pnina ming soci al action: 0A Co
der this category, particularly by the Margolese on Programming, 6 and 0Soci
women of Canada, there has been a ARZAS Linda Colman Rings: An Eight Step Program to Ad-

re-alignment of some titles and per- US3 ARZA and WUPJS Cathy Sacks vocacy and Action. 6 Log o

www.WomenofReformJudaism.com
for more details and to register

sonnel. As a result, information from
WRJ will be disbursed to the mem-
bers of our district more often and

Social Action 8 Judy Schwartz and
Sharon Sobel

We look forward to seeing you in Barbara Prins

Service to Sisterhoods

As the summer is ending, we are now
thinking about the upcoming holi-
days. | hope that all of your prepara-
tions are going smoothly. We are

Our sisterhoods are gearing up for
their membership drives. WRJ has
instituted a new program -0 St r

for Fiveo ™ The n'evlmfvisgfe?faa'fofvfo and ygut farpilies, | ¢

have touching our lives and whose
lives we touch in return.

a new year of health, happiness, love

preparing for the first Northeast Dis-
trict Shabbaton, to be held in New
York City on Saturday, January 9,
2010. Our scholar will be Rabbi Lisa
Grushcow from Temple Rodeph
Sholom in Manhattan. She is a dy-
namic teacher and |, for one, am
looking forward to a great day.

terhood should be a five percent in-
crease in membership. For each 100
members you presently have, strive
to add 5 more women to your mem-
bership list for the coming year. This
not only increases our membership
and our strength, it increases the
number of wonderful women we

and peace 0 peace in your hearts, in

your homes and in the world.
L6Shana Tova,

Patti Nacht
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Temple Beth El, Providence, RI

Nancy Riffle, Barbara Brown, Gaye Belsky

Carol Desforges, Co Presidents

This is a summary of our
activities from the past
year:

Education and Religion

Beyond hosting, the Rosh
Hashanah reception and
Break-the-Fast, we led the
Sisterhood Shabbat at the
Temple.

Our
books dealt with the topics
of: Friendships; Life cycle
situations; Surviving the
Holocaust; and Studying the
relationships and attributes
of biblical women.

After one Rosh Chodesh
service, we learned to bake
rugalach.

Outreach

Our public offerings in-
cluded:

A luncheon for people who
are visually impaired;

A public, ever popular,
Jewish Film Festival on the
theme oO0Bonds
shipo6, i
marks. Dir. Yaron Zilber-
man, Documentary, 2004,
Arranged. Dir(s). Diane
Crespo and Stefan Schae-
fer, 2007; and Hiding and
Seeking: Faith and Toler-
ance After the Holocaust.
Dir(s). Menachem Daum
and Oren Rudavsky, Docu-
mentary, 2004

Reading Ci

ncl ude

Our associate rabbi dis-
cussed Jewish motherhood
roles, relationships and
persona from biblical to
contemporary at annual
luncheon;

We continued to administer
the o0Tal king
gram.

Our temple community
Sisterhood outreach fo-
cused on:

An appreciation luncheon
for Beth El staff;

We supported
ento
giving them a Jewish baby
book, In the Beginning:
The Jewish Baby Book, by
Naomi Patz;

Bereaved congregants will
now receive Living with
Loss, Living with Hope, by
Rabbi Earl Grollman.

We continued sending Un-
iongrams for life cycle
events.

Ways and Means

Despite the economic status
of our country:

We held a successful donor
event with raffle and enter-
tainment by the Ocean
State Follies', a spoof on the
2008 national election;

Funding came from our
traditional activities like:

B

0

Templ e me

-Gluck and

New Year's Greeting; the
White Elephant Bazaar;
bake sales; the Passover
Seder Raffle; and receipt
credits from the Eastside
Market, a local supermar-
ket.

Membership

The Wheeler School's Gui-
tar Ensemble entertained
our Paid-Up Membership
Brunch.

To help us enrich and sus-
tain our Sisterhood, | sug-
gested making a personal
commitment to:

Donating your energy to
just one activity to helps us
grow;

Getting involved on na-
tional/ international levels;

Supporting programs like:
Women for Progressive
Judaism; or Learning about
World Union, the voice of
advocacy for Jewish women
around the world;

Writing Uniongrams;

Attending a biennial con-
vention to learn how other
women see
an important part of their
lives, and to bring fresh
ideas to our sisterhood.

Nancy Riffle

mfbyrnes@rcn.com

IF YOU HAVE A NEW SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT OR TREASURER PLEASE
LET US KNOW BY CONTACTING MARSHA BYRNES AT

0Sister ho
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Temple Beth EIl, Spring Valley, NY
Nancy Hoffman, President

When our Sisterhood, WRJ of Temple
Beth El, Spring Valley received the

email urging WRJ Local Sisterhoods to

send in their YES fund contributions
as soon as possible and supplement
later if additional funds become avail-
able, we were thrilled that we were
planning our 2009 YES Fund/Circle of
Service Luncheon and would be able
to heed the call.

special, bright and dedicated woman,
Annette Graubart, Past President and
Chairperson of
successful Theatre Club.

We were delighted to have WRJ Board

Member Nanci Pompan speak about
the YES fund and explain how our
donations enable the continuation of
support for the education of future
Rabbis, Cantors and to help our youth
become leaders. Leah Holland, future

our

NORTHEAST NEWS & VIE WS

attendee pledged, paid for and re-
ceived a silver lifeline pin. Twenty
p¥Ypid jdired teexCircte effBerticg
and many others including those who
could not attend the luncheon, made
donations in various amounts in honor
of Annette.

Our Sisterhood was extremely proud
to be able to raise funds for the YES
Fund during these difficult economic

On Sunday, April 19, 2009 ninety -nine times and to help ensure the continu-

men and women filled the Temple
Beth El Social Hall for the luncheon.
We knew that the event would be
wonderful as it was in honor of a very

Community Synagogue, Port Washington, NY
Nancy Kaplan & Renee Carmel, Co

Rabbi Irwin Zeplowitz requested that
Sisterhood sponsor a summer event
for families. We were happy to
oblige and on July 7th, from 5:30 to
7:00 p.m., we invited congregational
families to "Pizza and Game Night."
Kids, accompanied by parents, came
with games in hand, had a slice of
pizza and some salad and then got
down to business on the floor of our
new multipurpose room, which is
carpeted, bright and cheerful. The

Cantor and YES fund recipient capti-
vated the audience as she spoke
about her personal experiences.

That very afternoon, one luncheon

kids were excited to see their friends
and happily shared their games.
Some parents played games either
with their kids or with each other.
Fruit, cookies and milk were served
and then it was time to go home. It
was a great success with approxi-
mately 70 participants, who shared
quality socialization time. Sisterhood
will be sponsoring a "Pajama Story
Hour" during the winter school vaca-
tion with one of our local Port Wash-

Am Shalom, Barrie, Ontario

Judy Liss, President

Am Shalom Sisterhood in Barrie, On-
tario is busy organizing a Trunk Sale
for August. We are using the funds to
buy school supplies.

We have an exciting year planned
with a September Salmon Fishing
Trip out of Owen Sound. Our Broth-
erhood does not allow us to join them
so we are doing our own trip!

Sisterhood hopes to send eight
women to help at the Assembly in
November. Following that we will
continue with our Pads for Power
project, Sisterhood Service and our
Annual Tea in the spring.

During the winter we are volunteer-
ing at Out of the Cold and having a
SPA Event at a

me mber ds

ance of the valuable programs which
it supports.

Nancy Hoffman

-Presidents

ington children's book authors. And
during the spring break we're spon-
soring a "Family Scavenger Hunt."
These events are only a small part of
Sisterhood's exciting programming
for 2009 - 2010.

Nancy Kaplan

Sisterhood is introducing a Congre-
gational trip to Israel in the Sar -el
Volunteer Program in October, 2010,
with Montreal. Just for fun we will go
to Georgian Downs (race track) and
out to dinner.

Judy Liss

home.
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UN Report

The following is a press release: Government of Mexico and the UN Office of Disarma-
ment Affairs.

The conference aims to promote ways in which civil soci-
ety, in partnership with those in business, academia,
philanthropy, media and medicine can work together for
disarmament, peace and development.

WRJ Sends Delegate to
62nd United Nations Conference
In Mexico City in September

Janet Stovin, a representative for the non -governmental
organization, Women of Refotm Judaism, will join over

2000 global civil society activists at the 62nd annual UN coaunr g?oar1|1|§téosr::}[g?ngke)?epleeg\gearzlgv?;tvg d:)s\:rr?argl?g\;fv
Department of Public Information/Non -Governmental P P ' P Y

Organizaiions Coniercnce ifRNIERBS Rl B 0¥
opment: Disarm Now! IDesarme Ahora! Trabejemos por 10y 9 )

laPaz y el Desarrollo .90 Janet, the secretary of the NGO/DPI Executive Commit-

tee, serves on the Conference Planning Committee as a
member of the Late -Day Workshop Subcommittee re-
sponsible for choosing and scheduling daily NGO work-
shop during the conference.

The three-day Conference will take place in Mexico City,
Mexico at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, from Wednes-
day, 9 September to Friday, 11 September 2009. The
62nd UN DPI/NGO Conference is being organized in
partnership with the United Nations Department of Public ~ Janet Stovin
Information, the NGO/DPI Executive Committee, the

L-R Dr. Thoraya Obaid, Executive Di-
rector of the UN Population Fund
(UNFPA), Janet Stovin, Ban kiMoon,
Secretary -General of the United Nations

UN}F’F:A,, is pleased to invite yon to participate in 2 Policy Consultation of International Faith-based
Organisations (FBOs) on 3% and 4% August 2009, in New York.

This Consultation itself is a recommendation made by various faith-based and UN partaers, and cmerging
from a series of fora hosted by UNFPA over the course of 20072008, with over 300 FEOs from Africa,
Asia-Pacific, the Arab States and Latin America and the Caribbean. These discussions focused on
enhapcing partnerships with the UN in general, and with UNFPA in particular, and revolved around
issues of youth, reproductive health, and migration smong others. The attached summary of the Global
Forum provides more detailed feedback.

With these recommendations and a Global laterfaith Network now in place, and with 2009 marking 15
years afier the International Conference on Population and Developmient Programme of Action {ICPI,
UNFPA is keen to determine policy implications and potential parinership frameworks to ensure
sustained support for faith-based partners working on and with the ICPD and the Millennium
Developraent Goals. The New York Consultation will thus convene the key deciston-makers within our
pariner FBOs, such as yoursell, together with UNFPA colleagues and other UN members of the Inter-
Agency Task Force on FBOs. The key themes to be addressed are in Hne with current global
developmental needs accentuated by the financial erisis. They will inclhude maternal health, women's
erapowerment, engagiug men, humanitarian relicf, youth, and dynamics of climate change.
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WORLD
UNION FOR
PROGRESSIVE
JUDATSM

*ﬁ RZA-TS 1 CANADA

WUPJ

The World Union for Pro-
gressive Judaism (WUPJ) is
the umbrella organization
of the Reform, Liberal, Pro-
gressive, and Reconstruc-
tionist movements. There
are over 1200 congrega-
tions around the world, with
an estimated 1.7 million
members in 42 coun-

tries. They have recently
received two endowments

from Betty and Arthur Ros-
well. One of the gifts will
establish the Elizabeth and
Arthur Roswell World Un-
ion Europe Endowment,
which will advance Pro-
gressive Judaism in central
and eastern Europe. The
other gift will establish the
Elizabeth and Arthur Ros-
well Israel Religious Action
Center Endowment, and

ARZA Canada

ARZA, the Association of
Reform Zionists of America
- the Zionist arm and voice
of the Reform Movement in
the United States and Can-
ada - endeavours to make
Israel fundamental to the
sacred lives and Jewish
identity of Reform Jews. As
a Zionist organization,
ARZA champions activities
that further enhance Israel
as a pluralistic, just and
democratic Jewish state.

ARZA's core mission activi-
ties are:

Engagement: Bringing

Social Action

Many of you may no longer
be president of or the con-
tact person for your sister-
hood with regard to social
action. If this applies to you
or your sisterhood, please
email me asap with the
name and email address of
the new/correct person. Be
sure to include your name
and email as well, so that |
may delete it from my long
list. If you should be receiv-

Israel into the minds, hearts
and lives of American and
Canadian Reform Jews
through increased aware-
ness, education and pro-
gramming.

Advocacy : Empowering
Reform Jews to promote
Israel in a caring, honest
and intelligent manner in
their communities and be-
yond.

Travel: Creating hands -on
experiences in Israel that
lead to a lifelong relation-
ship.

Friendly Alert

ing social action informa-
tion and are not, perhaps |
have a bad/old whatever
email address for you.
Many do come back to me
as not able to be delivered.

It really is wonderful to
have the technology of
email to get word out to you
quickly, but be sure that |
have that important cor-
rect/current email address.

will be aimed at assisting
IRAC, the legal and social
action arm of Israel's Pro-
gressive movement.

In 2008, WUPJ honored the
WRJ for its long-time sup-
port. President Rosanne
Selfon represents Women
of Reform Judaism on the
World Union Board.

Cathy Sacks

Under the leadership of
Rabbi Sharon Sobel, Execu-
tive Director of Arza Can-
ada, Team ARZA has been
developed and is now the
single largest fundraising
group for the Ride4Reform.
It has become known Can-
ada wide. Rabbi Sobel is
retiring this year.

| am proud to say that
Women of Temple Sinai has
supported 2 Riders4Re-
form, financially for the past
2 years.

Linda P. Colman

Thank you all for your co-
operation.

Judy Schwartz
schwartz179@earthlink.net
585.442.5111
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YOUTH
CONNECTION

Rabbi Rex Perlmeter is
a Union Rabbi for the
Eastern District at the
Union for Reform Juda-
ism. He and his wife,
Rabbi Rachel Hertz-
man accompanied our
groups to Europe this
past week enriching us
with their wisdom and
spiritual guiding. Be-
low are Rabbi

Perl meterds
from the week we
spent together:

Group 10 was made
up of kids that had
spent several sum-
mers at Crane Lake
Camp, including my
own son and the son
of Northeast District
1st VP Abby Fisher.

editor

URJ CAMP GEORGE, Maple Lake,

Parry Sound, Ontario

URJ Camp George is a sum-
mer adventure in camping,
servicing campers from the
northern part of United
States and Southern On-
tario.

Situated on Maple Lake, URJ
Camp George is nestled in
a beautiful natural environ-
ment for campers to play
and learn. Experiencing the
wonders of the Northern
Ontario terrain helps to
make the Camp George
experience unforgettable.
Beautiful woodland, vast
hiking trails, a sparkling
waterfront, glorious sun-

NFTY in Israel

Reflections from Europe
from Rabbis Rex
Perlmeter and Rachel
Hertzman (a Group 10
update) (7/8/2009)

July 6, 2009

Dear
Parents,

We have just had the ex-
traordinary privilege of
tra&dlirlg @vith tydurcchiléren
through Prague and Poland.
Together we learned the
rich culture of Central and
Eastern European culture
and history, and of its de-
struction and of the efforts
of many to revitalize it.

Our journey began in Pra-
gue, surrounded by lush
hills in a cityscape dotted
with castles and other
buildings - Gothic, Renais-
sance and later master-
pieces of architecture.

sets, and starry nights
along with 200 acres to run
and play, makes Camp
George a summer wonder-
land. With more than 30
buildings and various out-
door spaces, there is al-
ways a place for everyone
at Camp George!

The belief at
t hat it 0t akes
raise a childé

sider themselves to be
partners with the parents of
the campers and feel that in
working together they can
ensure that each child has

Amidst these lies the im-
pressive Josefov; the Jewish
quarter granted our people
centuries ago in one of the
better eras of our life here.
We wandered through sev-
eral of its synagogues, mu-

Fel |l ow L 8 Deumsanydghe eemetery.

Sadly little remains in ac-
tive use. We believe our
children began to get a
glimpse of what was lost
and of what might have
been if this had not oc-
curred. Despite this sober-
ing truth, we all found op-
portunity to enjoy ourselves
wandering the cobblestone
streets (never in groups of
less than four, of course!)
and sitting in the cafes of
the Old Town Square.

Prague was followed by a
long bus ride to Krakow 8
another city of surprising
beauty dating back centu-
ries. Here too there were

an incredible camp experi-
ence. Understanding the
developmental needs of
children, the program has
been developed to suit the
needs of every child. It is
the hope that each child
will participate in a trans-
formative experience while
at camp, developing new
skills and abilities while
developing a greater level
of independence, self confi-
dence, and self -sufficiency.

Camp George celebrated
its 10th year in 2009.

Pnina Margolese

pleasures to be enjoyed in
the old town center. But
even grimmer stories
awaited us in the Jewish
quarter, remnant of a city
which was home to 100,000
Jews before the Holocaust,
of whom only 5000 sur-
vived. Again, we visited
several synagogues among
the 80 in the quarter (only
one of which still serves its
original purpose.) We trav-
eled the steps o
of Shamed from t
era ghetto to the Deporta-
tion platform from which so
many were shipped to
death. This portion of the
trip reached its powerful
climax with our day at
Auschwitz -Birkenau. What
we saw there, despite our
rational acquaintance with
the facts, was overpower-
ing in the physical imprint
(Continued on page 9)

f
h
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(Continued from page 8) the bunker hiding weapons stood in understand the horrors of the Shoah.
the ghetto, and ending at the massive You might have been a bit surprised,
of the sensory reminders of what actu-  and powerful monument to that ghetto  but also you would have been so

ally occurred there. Blessedly, we and the Uprising which marked its proud of how well our children navi-

found healing in the arrival of Shabbat  final days. One side of that marker gated travel glitches, took responsi-

and the opportunity to worship with all laments the destruction, and the other  bility, paid attention to their group

five buses which were experiencing side of celebrates the strength and leaders and guest speakers and took

the Europe portion of the trip last determination of not only the fighters care of one another & with a minimum

week. during those quieter hours we but of all who would survive and go on  of whining and complaining (spoken

heard more hopeful tales, from the to build a new Jewish homeland and from the parents of one 16 -year-old to

energetic and determined young future. It served as a fitting conclusion ot hers simil arly Oob]l ess

rabbi, Tanya Segal, leading the new to the tale of this part of our history A

Progressive synagogue in Krakow and  and a worthy preparation for the We were unable to remain with our

most powerfully from Polina, one of groupsd journey | a Str{;\velﬁr?f rM’*?at vye g?t.'cllpﬁteew'” tate
be a spectacular month in Israel. We

Yad Vashemds honor edlisrdRii ght eous

Among the Gentiles & a Catholic would have loved to go on with them,

woman who at the age of 16 in 1939 We understand that it can be a bit but need to return to responsibilities
and throughout the war helped her stressful to send a child so far away for stateside, most notably our upcoming
parents save several Jews from the five weeks and for so impactful (but annual stint on the faculty of URJ Camp
tidal wave of destruction sweeping also fun) an experience. Please rest Harlam. It was hard to leave the
among them. Hers was a story we wil assured that the hardworking staff of group, because they are a collection
never forget. NFTY in Israel is taking fantastic care of remarkable souls on a life -changing
' of our children. They are a diverse journey, the best part of which has
Our last full day with the participants group of young men and women, only now begun. But we know that
took us to Warsaw, where we visited American and Israeli, who are the par-  they continue with the best and most
the last surviving bits of the wall ticipants® educat ordsvotedplicaregrers oaapilgrimages n -
around the ghetto which housed the selors. They are pleasant, funny, lov- which will send them back to us trans-
half-million Jews most of whom were ing, dedicated, nurturing, flexible and formed & in ways both small and large.
taken from its squalor to their deaths. smart. They are the kind of positive We look forward with you to welcom-
We said Kaddish at the grass -covered  Jewish role models that we hope our ing them when they make their way
mass graves of the Holocaust victims own kids will be one day. back home and to learning and grow-

surrounded by beautiful tombstones
and mausoleums in the centuries -old
cemetery of what had once been a
multi -layered and thriving Jewish
community. We continued that part of
our journey with visits to the simple
memorial at the site of Mila 18, where

ing with the even deeper and richer

And about those kids; we loved travel- spirits they will have become.

ing with them, teaching them, wor-
shipping with them and learning from Lédshal om,
them. We savored the chance to watch
their responses to new experiences.
We laughed and sang and celebrated.
And we cried together as we tried to

Rabbis Rachel Hertzman and Rex
Perlmeter

After 30 years of working and directing Crane Lake Camp,
Herb May will be stepping down as Director after this summer.
He will be moving on to new adventures and challenges. We
want to wish him success and happiness in the future.

We welcome Debby Shriber as the new Director of Crane Lake
Camp in September. Debby comes to Crane Lake from
Camp Poyntelle Lewis Village where she has been the

Executive Director since 2000.
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Good & Welfare

Condolences:

To Elaine Merians (PPD3) on
the death of her husband
Mel.

To Barbara Jayson (AD) on
the death of her husband
Bob.

To the Sisterhood of Rodeph
Sholom on the death of their
Co-President Elaine
Wechter.

Get Well:

To Linda Colman (AD) who
is recovering from a broken
arm and surgery.

To Alice Fastov (AD) who is
recovering from double
knee replacement.

To Norma Levitt (Honorary
President of WRJ) who is
recovering from surgery.

To Bev Steinberg (AD) who
is recovering from a hip re-
placement.

Mazel Tov:

To Bev Steinberg (AD) on the
birth of her granddaughter.

To Sue Bader (Immediate PP
D3) on being installed as Tem-
ple President.

To Carmel Gold (WRJ Bd) on
her son getting married.

To Lynn Magid Lazar (1st VP
WRJ) on her son getting mar-
ried

Birthdays:

* SEPTEMBER*

9/1 Dorry Kotzin(PPD3)
9/7 Robin Sobol (VP)
9/14  Diane Symons (AD)

9/14  Natalie Berhumoglu(AD)

9/14  Pnina Margolese (AD)
9/18  Alice Borden (PPD3)
9/20  Janice Friedman (AD)
9/25  Gail Constant (PPD1)
9/26  Gerry Voit (PPD3)
9/29  Barbara Jayson (AD)

*OCTOBER*

10/12 Vivian Blumstein (AD)
10/24 Elaine Merians (PPD3)

10/26 Judith Hertz (PPD3,NFTS)

10/26 Helene Spring (PPD3)

*NOVEMBER*

11/2  Marcia Goldberg(WRJ Bd)

11/12 Sue Hochberg (PPD3)
11/15 Jane Sanders (AD)
11/16 Hia Dubin (PPD1)

*DECEMBER*

12/ 19 Mar s ha

Byrnes

12/26 Carol LeBovidge (Treas.)

12/26 Betty Weiner (AD)
12/28 Adrian Modansky (AD)

If you are celebrating a special birthday or anniversary and
would like to have it included in the next newsletter, please email
the information to Denise Levine at mets208@optonline.net
before the next newsletter deadline, December 1.

The Board of the Northeast District
wish everyone and their families a
Happy and Sweet New Year

(
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WRJ Northeast District Board

President Michele Levy Temple Beth Am, Merrick, NY

First Vice -President Abby Fisher Beth El Temple Center, Belmont, MA
Vice President Paulette Black Beth El Temple Center, Belmont, MA
Vice President Patti Nacht Temple Beth Am, Merrick, NY

Vice President Barbara Prins Central Synagogue, Rockville Center, NY
Vice President Robin Sobol Congregation Beth Emeth, Albany, NY

Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Recording Secretary

Carol LeBovidge
Pamela Carlton
Denise Levine

Temple Emanuel,Andover, MA

Temple Israel, Staten Island, NY
North Shore Synagogue, Syosset, NY

Corresponding Secretary Marsha Byrnes Temple Isaiah, Lexington, MA

Immediate Past President  Sue Bader Temple Beth El, Spring Valley, NY
Immediate Past President  Carol Hanover Temple Beth Am, Framingham, MA
Area Director Sandra Arnold Temple BO6rith Kodesh, Rochester,

Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director

Area Director Bobbie Enis Reform Temple of Forest Hills, Forest Hills, NY
Area Director Janet Falk Village Temple, New York, NY
Area Director Alice Fastov Temple Israel, Boston, MA

Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director

Sarah Beardslee
Natalie Berhumoglu
Vivian Blumstein
Linda Colman

Janice Friedman
Nansi Friedman
Cecilia Ann Hauptman
Barbara Jayson

Pnina Margolese

Temple Tifereth Israel, Malden, MA
Sinai Reform Temple, Bay Shore, NY

Temple Emanu-El of Lynbrook, Lynbrook, NY

Temple Sinai, Toronto, Ontario, NY

Templ e

Bdnai

Tor ah,
Congregation Rodeph Sholom, New York, NY

Congregation Emanu -El, New York, NY

Congregation Rodeph Sholom, New York, NY

Want agh, NY

Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Area Director Judy Mirrer Temple Bonai Il srael, Southbury, C
Area Director Adrian Modansky Temple Beth El, Spring Valley, NY
Area Director Trina Novak Temple Beth Shalom, Needham, MA

Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director
Area Director

Past Presidents:

Phyllis Rosenberg
Jan Rubenstein
Cathy Sacks
Jane Sanders
Rosalyn Shapiro
Barbara Sims
Sharon Sobel
Diane Symons
Beverly Steinberg
Betty Weiner

Reform Temple of Forest Hills, Forest Hills, NY

Congregation Beth Emeth, Albany, NY
Temple Beth Sholom, Flushing, NY
Congregation Beth Emeth, Albany, NY

Congregation Rodeph Sholom, New York, NY
Stephen Wise Free Synagogue, New York, NY
Chai m, Wil ton, CT

Templ e

Bdnai

Temple Beth Am, Williamsville, NY
Temple Sinai, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Temple Beth Shalom, Needham, MA

Arline Aransky, Patricia Bell, Peggy Bennett, Alice Borden, Yael Cohn, Gail Constant, Hia Dubin, Nita Goldman, Betty
Golomb, Gail Goodman, Joan Greenberg, Judith Hertz, Sue Hochberg, Dorry Kotzin,Ina Rae Levy, Elaine Merians,
BJ (BettyJane) Scheff, Judy Schwartz, Gail Smith, Helene Spring, Barbara Stern, Janet Stovin, Geraldine Voit.

WRJ Board Members Residing in the Northeast District:

Sandra Abramson, Sara Charney, Carmel Gold, Marcia Goldberg, Roz Goldfarb, Patti Grossman, Norma Levitt,
Judy Silverman, Lois Horn Zeidler



WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM NORTHEAST DISTRICT

Women of Reform Judaism
stronger together

WRJ NORTHEAST DISTRICT FIRST CLASS
1178 Meadowbrook Road
Merrick, NY TIME DATED MATERIAL
11566

Save the date for Shabbaton
Saturday, January 9, 2010 in NYC

The Scholar -in - Residence will be Rabbi Lisa Grushcow of
Rodeph Sholom . She will speak and share her knowledge about
sotah, the passage from Numbers about the woman who is
suspected of adultery. Rabbi Grushcow wrote her doctorate on
this topic and she is an expert at making it interesting, dynamic
and accessible for all of us. This will lead to an interactive
discussion relating to women in biblical and rabbinic

Judaism. The location of the Shabbaton is yet to be
decided. Look for the reminder post card in October and the
flyer in November.




