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W WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

This is an excerpt
the first Northeast District convention

As many of you are aware this has been an
especially difficult year for me and my
family. Throughout the lows, | had in back
of my mind the vision of this historic con-
vention of bringing together two of the
most dedicated districts which include
some of the most creative and intelligent
women that are part of WRJ.

Recently someone asked me of my proud-
est accomplishment during my years of
being connected to Sisterhood. That was
easy. Fourteen years ago | was co -chair of
the convention. We had contacted 10 dif-
ferent male Rabbis to be our scholar and
officiate at our convention. They all turned
us down. Then | thought about Cantor
Sarah Sager. She had been our Cantor at
Temple Beth Am in Merrick for three years.
Although she had moved on and had be-
come the Cantor at Fairmont Temple in
Ohio we had still continued our friendship.

| spoke to her and she agreed to be there.
It was one of the most exciting events in the
history of District/3 Conventions. When she
delivered her sermon and her follow up
address the women and the men who were
there were completely mesmerized. At that
time she laid the groundwork for the em-
bryo that was to later be developed into
the Womends Tor ah

Our Sisterhoods have seen the result of
many new changes. Our Districts are now
unified and we have become the Northeast
District. We must work together to assume
responsibility to become bigger, better

and more relevant. We are in the 21 ' Cen-
tury and our Sisterhoods must reflect our
goals.

Today, we the Women Of Reform Judaism
are faced with the greatest challenges and
we must address these problems and not
put them under the rug. Our sisterhoods
must be ready to attract the new genera-
tion of women. We must have a warm and
accepting environment; women who join
together for a common cause in friendship
and good times.
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the future of our leadership. We must reach
out and bring the young women of our
congregations into membership in Sister-
hood. One of my goals is to educate and
encourage young women that there is a
place for them, not as a separate organiza-
tion, not with a free pass but with paid
membership through sponsorship and
mentoring.

As Naomi was there for Ruth and Miriam
tutor to Mosesd wife
be there for the young women of our con-
gregation. Not only must we send Ham-
mantashen and Hanukah Candles we must
also address their problems. Some of our
co-eds have faced abuse, date rape and
defending their personal values. Many feel
unauthentic. Some of the Hillel groups have
alienated the Reform Jews. At times they
are challenged and attacked by more tra-
ditional students. They find themselves
unable to respond. Let us be there for
them.

For the Super-Moms, they are the most
educated, most stressed -out group of
women. They may share the everyday
chores with their spouses but for many the
decision making, planning, family crises
and life cycle events usually lands in the

co mlﬁpeohstu%err—l\gom.

For all the unmarried, single parents, the
retirees, the elderly and all the Sisterhood
women we must be there for them. But they
must also be there for us. For we are all
Women Of Reform Judaism.

We must be a force within our own syna-
gogues. Our Sisterhoods are one of the
important arms of any Temple. Instead of
baking cakes, we should be helping to
make policy. Women together with
women. Kol -Isha the voice of women.
Bonding by developing and working on
programs and projects which interest
women. We will lift our self image; stretch
our creativity and sense of accomplish-
ment.

a Our goals must lead us in the direction of

the health and well being of our women.

Our soci al action must
health issues, domestic violence and eco-
nomic disparity.

We must continue to study as it is related to
Reform Jewish Women and to articulate the
values of God, Torah and Israel.

We must earn the respect and acknowl-
edgement that our Sisterhoods have ar-
wed@mnd are mdving faward i the 2huss t
Century. Throw out what does not work
and incorporate new ideas. Energize your-
selves and be serious about what you do,
but in the process
humor. A bad joke in good taste and told
well can relieve tension.

donodt

Add new members. Join together. We will
be meeting with you and trying to help
where needed. Our two districts united will
be there for all who need us.

Our lives are full. Our agenda is unending.
We learn from those who are rich in ex-
perience and we incorporate the past with
a new vision for the future.

We are an intergenerational group of
women who need one another. What we
are about to do is very difficult, but we will
do it because we must do it. We must have
a positive attitude and we will succeed.

Let us the newly formed District of the
Northeast form the covenant of friendship
and unite to form this coalition for success
for our women. This will be our legacy.

Michele Levy
President WRJ Northeast District
templeprez@optonline.net
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From the FirstVice President

Winter has arrived and with
it our brand new district. It
was wonderful to meet so
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ing many more of you in the
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many new women at our
. conventign in November,
Presi (
Corner coming months.

For those of who do not yet
know me, let me tell you a
little about myself: | am a
member of Beth El Temple
Center in Belmont, Massa-
chusetts, where | have held
a bunch of positions, in-
cluding sisterhood presi-
dent. | have lived in Massa-
chusetts all of my life, ex-
cept for my college years.
Both my parents and my

husband are originally New
Yorkers, so | hope that | fit
into the Northeast milieu. |
have two kids; my son,
James, is 16 this month and
my daughter, Valerie, is 11.
They are both Crane Lake
Campers, so some of your
kids may know them. | am
originally trained as a cell
biologist, but after taking
time off to raise my kids, |
have gone back to school to
get a Masters in Jewish
Studi es. It &s
from science, but it fits in
with my WRJ work really
well.

| know that all of us face
changes as we continue the

work of creating a new dis-
trict from our two beloved
old ones. Some changes
will be welcome, perhaps
some will not, but change is
always challenging. | know
that | am ready for the work
our future will bring, and |
hope you will join me, so
that we can truly be
ostronger

Bdshal

Abby Fisher
1st Vice President
as.fisher@verizon.net

om,

together.

Development & Special Projects

How exciting it was to see the beau-
tiful YES Tree filled with leaves of
gold, silver and fall colors at our first
Northeast District Convention! The
hard work of many of our Sisterhood
women made the tree something to
marvel at. Many of us stopped to
admire its beauty and all that it rep-
resented every time we walked by it
throughout the weekend. Sandra
Arnold and Mimi Feinberg, with the
assistance of Helen Goodman made
sure all names were on the leaves
and all cards were written to ac-
knowledge those women who were
honored with a donation to the YES
Fund. Due to the generosity of our
women, the Northeast District was
proud to send a check to WRJ for the
YES Fund in the amount of close to
$4,000.

It was a pleasure to meet and get to
know so many women at our first
WRJ Northeast District Convention.
The warmth of sisters coming to-

gether to worship, study, sing and
socialize is something unique to all
the events of WRJ and especially our
district. Friendships are made as we
learn about each other and share

our interests and talents. We were
blessed to have Rabbi Karyn Kedar
as our Scholar-in-Residence. She
brings such a wonderful perspective
as she teaches us, leads us in prayer
and inspires us to search within our-
selves to find
express ourselves in so many ways.
We were additionally blessed to
have Emily Schwartz as our song
leader for the weekend. Not only
did she bring us her beautiful voice,
but she brought so much ruach to
our weekend.

We are looking forward to our first
Northeast District Retreat in March,
2009. Sandra Arnold, Adrian Mo-
dansky and Bobbie Enis are chair-
ing this event. Details will follow
shortly and we hope to make this a

fun-filled weekend at Camp Eisner.

This is a very exciting time for our
district. As we begin a new year we
are faced with the opportunities that
we, Women of Reform Judaism have
ahead of us. The strengths and tal-
ents that each of us brings to this
district will help us in achieving the
goals that we set together.

May we continue to support the YES
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and may we continue to go from
strength to strength as we become
stronger together.

I look forward to continuing to work
with all of you during the next few
years

Robin Sobol
Vice President
rsobol@nycap.rr.com
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Marketing & Communications

As a new Vice President to
our new District, | want to
introduce myself to all of
you. | met many of you at
our first Northeast Biennial
in Springfield, MA in mid -
November. What an amaz-
ing weekend it was on both
a personal and district
level. Praying, singing,
dancing, learning, laugh-
ing, crying, sharing, meet-
ing, and eating together
brought us all closer as
Jewish women and as a new
district.

| worked with Denise Le-
vine over the past six
months in planning and
coordinating all the work-
shops. This experience was
a first step in our journey
together as a new district.
When Denise and | met for
the first time in June to be-
gin our work, we really
clicked and we enjoyed our
pre -Shabbat Friday calls
and truly became friends. |
am really excited about
connecting with our Board
on the upcoming March
retreat and learning from
each other.

In thinking about my rela-
tionship to Sisterhood, |
remember the first time |
walked into my synagogue
in Belmont, Massachusetts
over 14 years ago and be-
gan my journey. | was wel-
comed by our Sisterhood,
who nurtured me and in-
cluded me in the commu-

nity. From this initial con-
nection, | formed my life-
long and closest friends.
This is what Sisterhood can
do for us- connect us to a
strong community of Jewish
women, traditions, and
friends (and | am so
blessed that these are my
lifelong friends).

Through my leadership
experience at Beth El Tem-
ple Center Sisterhood in
Belmont, MA, | served as
sisterhood president for
over 3 years and still am
very active in our local sis-
terhood and serve on our
boardé | have
very active in synagogue
leadership over the past 14
years- serving as Youth
Committee Chair for 4
years and on the Board of
Directors for 12 years. |
met many amazing leaders
and friends through the
former District 1 and be-
came involved in chairing a
spa/spiritual weekend, our
district Biennial, and serv-
ing as vice president over
the past four years. These
connections and experi-
ences have been so valu-
able and have prepared me
for leadership for the
Northeast District.

My role as your vice presi-
dent includes marketing
and communications. | will
be working closely with
Marsha Byrnes, responsible
for geographic list and da-

tabase management, Bev
Steinberg, website, and
Denise Levine, newsletter.
We grow by our connection
to our local sisterhoods and
learn from sharing our sto-

ries, our successes, and our

challenges. We welcome
you to communicate to us
all via email or phone what
makes us stronger to-
gether.

On a personal note, | am an
educator and have worked
for several large educa-
tional publishers to support
at risk students and provide
meaningful curriculum and
support to school districts
around the country. My
husband Steve is a dentist
and also is very involved in
our Jewish and synagogue
life. He is co -president of
brotherhood. My 19 year
old daughter Melissa is a
sophomore at the Univer-
sity of Mass, Amherst, ma-
joring in Public Health. She
has served as counselor at
Eisner Camp over the past
two years and was very
involved in NFTY New Eng-
land as well as our local
chapter of NFTY.

I look forward to getting to
know all of you as we learn
from our traditions and cre-
ate new ones together.

Paulette Black
Vice President
Paulette_Black@hmco.com
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We grow by our
connection to
our local
sisterhoods and
learn from
sharing our
stories, our
successes, and
our challenges.
We welcome you
to communicate
to us all via email
or phone what
makes us
stronger
together.

The New Northeast District is now 107 Sisterhoods strong. We have also
welcomed two new Sisterhoods into the WRJ fold; Am Shalom in Barrie,
Ontario, Canada and Temple Chaverim in Plainview, NY!




NORTHEAST NEWS & VIE WS

Page 4

Programming & Advocacy YT omer
As the saying goes, we live in excit- chairperson Judy Schwartz. Social Since WRJs founding as the National
ing times. Technology of all sorts, Action is tikkun olam, repair of the Federation of Temple Sisterhoods,
medical science, worldwide commu- world; for instance, whether itis local ~ we have frequently taken courageous
nication, interpersonal relationships, owor ki ng at a wo me radisn tosséek dodiabjustice: mlae-or-
and more, are all quite without limits tional 0 assisting those recovering dination of women rabbis and equal-
and borders. We have a new district, from a devastating hurricane; global ity for women in the rabbinate; infor-
and | have a 0newo dswchashungeria Parfur.edndyy . mation and resources of help for vic-
Schwartz of Rochester, NY, a past tims of spousal abuse; and urging the
Actually, t:le above shquld r?ad Ad' president of the former District 3, has  closing of the Guantanamo Bay De-
VWO;‘:‘]‘C\,)\/K?U'] d E(;(t)g:ja:/rg:;naltnegfolr A"ﬁ; always been involved in social ac- tention Camp are only three exam-
Israel, World Union of Progressive tion. She seems t pleshla Gomlnganorﬂhp,l\NRba andn e 6
’ to almost all the worlds concerns, Northeast District & Department on

Judaism (WUPJ), Critical Issues in the
US and Canada, Social Action, the
United Nations, and Youth, then some

and then brings it to our attention. At  Advocacy and Programming will call
our Board meetings, she might tell us  on you to take action on other current

f . Id b it about a new organization helping urgent needs, impoverishment,
8 I?.ul; ptrogram_mlngtwotllj the pretly women in Israel. If notin this issue of health care coverage, freedom of
ull, but more importantly, the or- the Northeast News & Views, cer- choice.

ganizations in turn would lack what
we bring to you and you bring to

your congregations. Some sister-
hoods are strongly involved in social
action; others are supporters of criti-
cal issues, and still others have found
their niche depending upon assorted
variables and demographics.

tainly in the next, she will bring to
our attention the need to support
some oppressed corner of the world.
And as soon as the email lists for our
boards and presidents are in order,
she will send all of you important
information that you may wish to fol-
low, or present a program to your

In future issues, | will feature other
aspects of our Advocacy and Pro-
gramming Vice Presidency. If there
is anyone who would like to join our
committees, please contact me.

Barbara Prins

In this issue, | would like to start by sisterhood or congregation featuring Vice President
featuring Social Action and telling the information, all for the sake of b'°e43ges' et” y .
you more about it and about our tikkun olam. ep433@optonline.ne

Service to Sisterhoods

Welcome to the first edition of the Through Knowledge. Each sister- speaker to your sisterhood. Betty
Northeast District Newsletter. | hood in the Northeast District is en- can be reached at:

would like to tell you about my titled to a LINK speaker, without betts235@yahoo.com. District has
area, Service to Sisterhood. There expense to the sisterhood, once much to offer your sisterhood &find
are many ways that the district pro- every two years or more frequently out about it!

vides service to its member sister- if needed. Are you having a Sister- | looking f dtoth
hoods: t he LI NK/ Spod Shalibat er ihstalation®? B u , am looking forward to the next two

years and to being of service you

the Shabbaton and Retreat, Area your sisterhood in need of a h

Days with leadership training, our speaker for a meeting who can ex- and your ;lst_erhoods. The North-
Newsletter, Membership and New plain the relationship between your east District is here for you. Re- |
Affiliations and, of course, our Bien- local sisterhood, the district and member, we are Stronger Together!
nial Convention. WRJ? Are you a newly affiliated

sisterhood and need answers to

I would like to take a few lines and your questions? If so, email Betty Patti Nacht

let you know about the LINK/ SV|!)°Pe PJQ@IQGPI Bur eau

~ our
Speaker s o Bureau. chahwor&rzié ﬁéﬁ" gnaaf or prn512@ao|com
Leadersd I nformatio
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Jane Evans Sisterhood Service Fund

We were so privileged to be able to
dedicate the Sisterhood Service Fund
in the memory of Jane Evans who was
the First Executive Director of the
National Federation of Temple Sister-
hoods which was later renamed the
Women of Reform Judaism. She was
one of the most important women to
affect the Reform Jewish world.

There was once a Woody Allen
Movie called Zelig. Whatever hap-
pened in history you would look at a
picture and Zelig was always there.
Since 1933 you look at anything that
has happened in Reform Judaism and
you will see that Jane was there. So
many who have been associated with
WRJ had the privilege of meeting her
over the years. She rarely missed a
National Board meeting or WRJ Con-
vention. She always continued to be
the voice of reason.

She was a member of the congrega-
tion of Temple Israel of New Ro-
chelle, a Trustee and of course a
member of the Sisterhood. She was
such a marvelous personality. She
had an extraordinary life and lived

an active life until her 96th year. She
was the Captain and Crew of her own
boat 0The Gidad wh
Hebrew. She also learned to pilot a
plane.

Jane was born in Greenwich Village
and moved to Brooklyn. Extended
summers were on a farm in the Cats-
kills milking cows, driving a yoke of
oxen and bringing sheep from the
mountainside. Her father raised her
and developed in her the love of the
sea and nature. He gave her respect
for the spoken and written word, for
education and the arts. He sparked
her life -long feeling that she could
accomplish anything she set her

mind to do. He augmented her edu-
cation with tutors in math, arts and
language, for she was far above her
classmates scholastically. She had an
exceptional 1Q. She had been con-
firmed from Temple Beth Emeth. She

played the bugle in the Girl Scout
Band. Jane was an accomplished pi-
anist and an equestrian. She was a
competitive swimmer and played

field hockey many years after her
college days. She wanted to be a
Doctor but the Depression hit hard

and after two years of Pre -Med at
NYU she had to | ea
any money.

Jane was also a talented artist - De-
signer and landed a job as an interior
designer for an architectural firm in

St Louis. She decorated the Roof Gar-
den of the Chase Hotel and she de-
signed the first curved electric fan for
the Emerson Electric Company. It

was called The Silver Swan and was
the most highly sold fan in the indus-

try.

In St Louis she met the wife of Rabbi
Julius Gordon and he was so im-
pressed by her that when he heard
that NFTS was looking for an execu-
tive director, he recommended Jane.
She was off to Cincinnati even though
they were concerned about her
young age of 26 and the director of
the Union said she
thought her too -strong willed for the
jolz. h wamjasaantempqraoyyjob that
lasted 43 years. In Cincinnati she
received her degree from Xavier
College.

During the Second World War years
NFTS grew in numbers. Jane was
given a leave of absence to serve as
Executive Director of the National
Peace Conference. She was in the
forefront of the movement to aid in
the rehabilitation of Displaced Per-
sons and Holocaust Survivors. After
the war she became a consultant to
the United Nations and was in San
Francisco when they drafted the UN
Charter.

Jane was always on the go riding by
train from city to city. Sleeping in
railroad terminals and sometimes
making four speaking engagements

in one day. A man once asked her
what she does. She replied, | work
out of Cincinnati and my line is no-
tions. Womenoés
tions- notions which inspired women
in small communities to start reli-
gious schools, notions to start youth
groups and a rather special notion
whech spdrkee theebuildirey fithé t
House of Living Judaism on 5th Ave-
nue in New York. We were able to
welcome friends and visitors in the
Sisterhood Lounge with the names of
hundreds of sisterhoods on the walls.
Every overseas Rabbinic student
anxious and unsure and for many
their first trip to the US was met at
the docks or later at the airport by
Jane who was to warmly welcome
them and give them their first Ameri-
can meal and see that they were put
on the right train to go to Cincinnati
to start their studies.

Jane Evans later became the Presi-
dent of the Jewish Braille Institute.
She was also the Secretary of The
World Union For Progressive Juda-
ism. Her accolades were many. She
was given a Doctorate by Hebrew
Uﬁ'}'oa g Ilecb@. ﬂl’—tTS 6Iaﬂt3d?a ‘gar-H
den in her name high above the sea
looking out over the water and the
Port of Haifa.

e

She served until her death as a con-
sultant to the Union of American He-
brew Congregations. She was always
present during all labor negotiations
An expert on Roberts Rules of Order.
She was on her feet always to right
any wrong.

Dr Jane Evans éour
chose a path to Light a candle of un-
derstanding that shall never ever be
put out.

That is why we are privileged to have
our Sisterhood Service Fund named
for her.

Alice Borden
Past President, Former District 3

notiaons.
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Temple Isaiah, Lexington, MA
Sue Tafler, President

Temple Isaiah Sisterhood is
very proud to have re-
ceived at the WRJ Northeast
District Biennial the Kol
Hadash Award for Program-
ming for our annual Well-
ness Series, three guest
lectures planned and car-
ried out at our synagogue
each winter on topics of
health and wellness. For
other sisterhoods inter-
ested in initiating a similar
program, we have listed
below the topics of our pro-
grams from its inception in
2001 through programs
coming up in January, Feb-
ruary, and March 20009. If
you are interested in more
detail, including how our
Wellness Series Committee
finds potential speakers
and the kinds of back-
grounds of our speakers,
our costs and publicity, and
how a range of topics are
chosen to appeal to the
different demographic
groups in our congrega-
tion, please contact sister-
hood@templeisaiah.net.

2001: | Organizing your
Life and Home (to make
time for other things); Il

Connection and Disconnec-
tion in Relationships; Il An
Experiential Evening on
Stress Management

2002: | Nutrition: Increas-

ng Womends He

Vitality and Reducing the
Risk of Disease; Il Connect-
ing Mind, Body, and Spirit
Through Yoga; Il Compe-
tent Girls, Competent
Women: Enhancing Your
Daughterds
daughter ds
petence

2003: | Uncovering Your
Private Saboteur; Il Envi-
ronmental Issues as They
Relate to Primary Preven-
tion of Breast Cancer; Il
Holistic Health Care & Car-
ing for Your Whole Self

2004: I: Hurry Up and Re-
lax; Il Freeing Your Crea-
tive Energy; Ill Fostering
Family Bonds through Posi-
tive Comunication

2005: I: Preventing Eating
Disorders by Promoting
Positive Body Image in
Young Women; Il Meno-
pause in the 21st Century;
Il Mindful Listening in the

Am Shalom, Barrie Canada
Judy Liss, President

Our first meeting took

place in October and at that
time we planned events for
the entire year. Eleven
women attended out of a
population of 80 families.
This was a great beginning
for getting Sisterhood off
the ground from a new
start.

November - A Trend Event
at Melanie Lyne (Women's
Clothing) including a won-

derful breakfast

December - Meet and
Greet New Members
Luncheon and Bingo for the
Whole Family after Reli-
gious School

January - Pads for Power for
African girls including a

local church group and
dinner at a restaurant

February - Drumming led

and
Sen

Age of Distraction

2006: I: Marriage in Mo-
tion: The Natural Ebb and
Flow of Lasting Relation-
ships; Il The Keys to Life-
Long Fulfillment; Ill Heal-
ing Conversations: What to
Say When You
What to Say

2007: I: Genetic Testing in
the 21st Century; Il Stress
Busters to Promote Well-
ness; lll Learning the Lan-
guage of Teenage Depres-
sion

2008: | Staying Fit in a Sed-
entary World; Il Not Every-
thing in the Health Food
Store is Safe: What You
Need to Know about Herbal
Supplements; Il The New
Cervical Cancer Vaccine

2009: | Hot Topics in Der-
matology: Taking the Best
Care of Your Skin; Il A
Good Nightds
Can't Remember What |
Forgot: The Good News
from the Front Lines of
Memory Research

Sue Tafler

by an Am Shalom member

March - Ice Fishing or Tub-
ing at local ski resort

April - Sisterhood leads a
Shabbat Service

May - Mother's Day High
Tea

June- Meet to discuss next
year's events and a Bazaar
or Trunk Sale in August

Judy Liss

Dondt

Sl eep;
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Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto, Canada
Lyn Feldman, President

On a Friday afternoon, in
late October, 22 members
of our sisterhood gathered
in Barrie Ontario (about
one hour from Toronto) for
a Weekend Retreat. The
theme for the weekend was

Henrietta Chesnie, ad-
dressed the gathering and
gave us a taste of what Sis-
terhood was like in days
gone by. We were also
entertained by a comedi-
enne, Marla Lukofsky,

gCap we Sgeak whose one woma
led by our Rabbi Karen 1o M St here
ed by our Rabbi Karen Hairo was wel |

Thomashow. We prayed,
we ate, we studied, we ate,
we laughed, we ate, we
walked in the fresh air, we
ate, we sang, we ate; all in
all a very successful week-
end.

December brought our
annual Membership Appre-
ciation which this year took
the form of Afternoon Tea.
This event was highlighted
by our Annual Raffle draw.
Our Honorary President,

course

Womends

Marla is a cancer survivor
and it was a pleasure to
host her at this event.

Our board will celebrate
Chanukah with its annual
Chanukah party. We wish
all our sisters throughout
the region a very Happy
Chanukah!

Looking to 2009 -- We are
sponsoring a three -night

on the Torah, A
Commen

East End Temple, New York, NY
Judith Lorber, President

East End Temple Sisterhood in New
York City is focusing on politics and
feminism this year. Our opening
event, held last September, was Lily
Rivliinds document
Me? Israeli and Palestinian Women
Fight for Peace, which sheds light on
what women can accomplish in the
Israeli -Palestinian and other conflicts.
It was followed by a lively discussion.

Sisterhood service -oriented events
were a successful Carnival of Jewels
sale of donated new and old jewelry
and Food for Families. On six Sunday
afternoons throughout the year, fami-
lies prepare food for the needy.

Looking ahead, we plan many excit-
ing events during the next six
months:

February 27 following services, we

will have a Cookbook Oneg, Tapas at

the Temple.

Sunday, March 22, is the annual
lene Spring Li ve it]

'Hl? étte igéngdobﬁjatyhlgr o?_if\%e an

in the White Sharkskin Suit: My Fam-

Exodus

a

ilyods

by three of our Rabbis.
This course is open to the
entire temple and it will
prove to be a wonderful
and enlighting experience
for all concerned. We will
be presenting a new two
part program called
oUni qué&Trans-v e
formedd, where
women of note have been
asked to give their stories.
Also, we will enjoy our 8th
annual
Looking further into the
year, we will be presenting
a cooking demonstration

by Noreen Gilitz, a popular
cook in this area. The name
of this demonstration is
oPanic Free
in all a full plate.

Pnina Margolese

- The women from HBT
TudBes hv a tgigerfoddaf their

Weekend Retreat

Passover 6.

Al

held May 7, features Gail Levin, au-

thor of Becoming Judy Chicago,

Her tal k

from

New World, as our featured speaker.

i s

speaking about how the artist com-
bined her Jewishness, feminism, and
art into powerful political messages.

OHow Do

é&i\r/vi(i.h?lﬁgti}y rShoape tH%r Feimknigt

. From February to udith Lorb
Tuesday, April 14 SRR e G MR se T
i inos Seder. omy RRVONEER Sk
celebr_apon of the P_assover story from based on The Torah:
a feminist perspective. Commentary. This ye
Friday, April 24 is Sisterhood Shabbat 0 The Mamas and the
when we honor our members at ser- triarchs and Patria

vices. Rabbi Shoshana Leis, EET Edu-

cator , wi |

fore services, Sisterhood members
and guests will have a cocktail hour.

Our last program of the year, to be

| give t
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Judith Lorber
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Monroe Temple, Monroe, NY
Beth Glass President

December was a busy
month for Monroe Temple
Sisterhood/WRJ. We had
our Annual Holiday Bazaar
featuring many exciting
vendors and raffle prizes
galore. The bazaar took
place on a Sunday morning
and was open to the entire
community. Customers
were able to purchase Pam-
pered Chef items, Tupper-
ware items, unique jewelry
and scarves, Discovery
Toys, beautifully wrapped
sweets and much more.
Each vendor donated a
raffle prize and many raffle
tickets were sold since you
were able to put your tick-
ets in the container desig-

nated for a specific prize.
Personally | was thrilled to
win the Pampered Chef
raffle prize since most of
my tickets were in her con-
tainer! Our bazaar organ-
izer, Leslye Joseph, put
together a great committee
and these women organ-
ized this event down to the
very last detail.

Our second event com-
bined a social action pro-
ject with a Latke Dinner. A
local caterer came and
helped prepare 3 different
kinds of latkes the night
before the event. We filled
in with tuna salad, pasta
salad and many other dairy

North Shore Synagogue, Syosset, NY
Pam Dreisiger, Justina Gordon, llene Rosen, Presidium

As we enter 2009, North
Shore Synagogue Sister-
hood has many exciting
programs planned.

On January 7th, our Book
Club met to
Pray Loveo.

On January 15th we held an
introduction to yoga and an
evening of relaxation.

We have Jewelry Making
on January 29th where you
can make and bring home a
beautiful new necklace.

Mah Jongg lessons began
on January 12th and con-
tinue on January 26th, Feb-
ruary 2nd and 9th.

Sisterhood and the Reli-
gious School students
worked together to provide

a Happy Chanukah for sev-
eral Long Island families.
Through contributions re-
ceived from our religious
school children and a dona-
tion from Sisterhood, beau-

di Sirbil Poy?s,sclotﬂe ,qo letries

and Chanukah treats were
purchased for 5 Jewish chil-
dren. These items are dis-
tributed to the families
through FEGS, a not for
profit health related and
human service organization
serving needy families on
Long Island.

We are proud to report that
the funds raised while Sis-
terhood members provided
gift wrapping at Borders,
was used to purchase gift
cards for female veterans
that have served in the war

dishes. After dinner we
learned how to make sim-
ple no sew fleece scarves.
These colorful scarves took
no time at all to make and
were donated to a chil-
drends
enjoyed making these
scarves for kids and even
talked about going home
and making larger ones for
themselves. We finished
the evening with delicious
homemade desserts.

All of us at Monroe Temple
Sisterhood/WRJ wish you
and yours a very Happy
Hanukkah and good health
in the New Year.

Beth Glass

in Irag and are presently
living in shelters on Long
Island. In addition, Sister-
hood has coordinated with
the templ eds
tee to send much needed
copies of our former prayer
books to Congregation
Beth Israel in San Angelo,
Texas.

March and April will be just
as busy with Purim Baking,
Knitting Lessons, our Mah
Jongg Tournament, Pass-
over Holiday Cooking with
Rabbi Whiman and our
Womends

Pam Dreisiger

Melody Klein

facility.

T h

Ritual

Seder .
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A lifeline pin like
the one that
Rabbi Shpeen
gave to his wife
Susan.

Perhaps the
most beneficial
to me
personally, was
the YES
Scholarship
made available
when returning
from my first
year of
rabbinical
school in Israel
and continuing
my studies at
HUC in
Cincinnati. As
a young and
newly married
couple
struggling to
omake
meet 0,
Scholarship
truly enabled
me to continue
my rabbinic
studies
uninterrupted.

Thank -you to Sisterhood

One

This Spring | will be cele-
brating a very special mile-
stone in my life, the 25th
anniversary of my ordina-
tion from the Hebrew Union
College -Jewish Institute of
Religion. In recognition of
that event, | will be receiv-
ing an honorary Doctor of
Divinity from the College as
well. To say that this anni-
versary is special and very
meaningful to me would be
truly an understatement for
sure.

This milestone has also
given me the opportunity to
reflect upon my rabbinate,
twenty -four years of which
has been spent at Congre-
gation Beth Emeth in Al-
bany, New York, the fourth
oldest Reform congregation
in America. As a product of
the Reform movement,
Temple Emanuel in Cherry
Hill, New Jersey provided
the foundation upon which
my commitment and love
for Judaism developed and
grew stronger. Having
gone to the URJ Camp Har-
lam for most every summer
until getting married, ac-
tively involved in our Tem-
ple Youth Group and serv-
ing as President, participat-
ing in the EIE High School
Exchange Program study-

ing at the Leo Baeck School
e ni,{?

Haifa all complimented

t h the edvc&ids and nurturing

that | received from my
home congregation and
Rabbis.

In addition, at many junc-
tures along the way NFTS,
now WRJ, played an inte-
gral role in the opportuni-
ties available that helped

Rabbi

0s

pave the path for my jour-
ney to the rabbinate. How
well | remember spending
the summer of 1973 as part
of the EIE Program at the
Ben Shemen Youth Village
outside of Tel Aviv. Norma
Levitt, the then NFTS Presi-
dent, came and spent an
afternoon with us sharing

all of the wonderful work

that NFTS does in order to
support the programs and
activities of the Reform
movement. Certainly from
my hometown congrega-

tion and Camp Harlam, the
contributions of Sisterhood
were most evident. Then,
perhaps the most beneficial
to me personally, was the
YES Scholarship made
available when returning
from my first year of rab-
binical school in Israel and
continuing my studies at
HUC in Cincinnati. As a
young and newly married
couple struggl
ends
arship truly enabled me to
continue my rabbinic stud-
ies uninterrupted.

So with a great sense of
appreciation for the won-
derful work WRJ has done
and continues to do, when
coming to serve Congrega-
tion Beth Emeth in Albany,
supporting the women of
our Sisterhood became and
continues to be a top prior-
ity. When Sisterhood
thrives, the congregation is
that much stronger. When
Sisterhood flourishes, pro-
grams and activities are
made possible that the op-
erating budget might not
be able to provide. When

meet 0, t h

Perspective

Sisterhood succeeds, how
grateful we are for the
many capital items that they
provide for our congrega-
tion that otherwise might be
prohibitive. In other

words, rabbinic partner-
ship with Sisterhood (and
for that matter Brotherhood
as well) in my mind is the
essential ingredient for a
successful recipe for a con-
gregation to thrive.

Therefore, each and every
occasion that | acknowl-
edge to members of our
congregation, special mile-
stones and anniversaries,
condolences and good
wishes, are done with a
UNIONGRAM, in order to
remind them of the good
work that the YES FUND
does. In addition, how

proud | was a few years ago
to surprise my wife, Susan,
herself an active member of
our Sisterhood for many
years and the daughter of a
Sisterhood Past President of
Temple Beth El, Birming-
ham, Michigan, and present
her with a Lifeline Pin in
support of the YES Fund.
Just a few small ways to say
0Ot hank youd to
for all that they have done
over the years for rabbinic
students such as myself and
for the betterment of our
congregations and the Re-
form Movement! Yasher
Koaché. May

to go from strength to
strength!

Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen
Congregation Beth Emeth
Albany, NY

you
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The First Northeast District Convention

Our very first Northeast District con-
vention was held in Springfield, MA

in November. The theme of the con-
vention was
neys: Creating
course the theme reflected the con-
solidation.

We installed our new district presi-
dent, Michele Levy and a new slate of
officers.

We welcomed the sisterhoods from
more than 100 congregations and 2
new affiliates and we changed our
name to Women of Reform Judaism,
Northeast District.

We began Friday morning with train-

Immediate Past Presidents Carol Hanover and Sue Bader

0Begin
our

ing for the incoming board. Rosanne
Selfon, president of WRJ led. We
then had a plenary where the by -
fawsraigd bidigetwverk approved as
wds the slate ef®@fficers. The ¥ES
Tree blossomed with beautiful
leaves, we sold Uniongrams, and we
collected quite a bit of food for the
local food pantry. So much hap-
pened and yet the weekend went by
so quickly. The spirituality that per-
meated everything was due to a
large extent to Rabbi Karyn Kedar
and our song leader, Emily
Schwartz. Emily flew in at the last
minute to replace our original song
leader who had caught the flu. Emily
was fantastic. We shared beautiful

services, including a wonderful con-
solidation ritual in the Torah service
on Saturday morning. There were
workshops, meals and merriment.
Barbara Stern led Installation on Sat-
urday evening,
led us in Havdalah. It was lovely.

It was wonderful to see old friends
and to make new ones. The high spir-
its and warmth of the convention got
the Northeast District going, and | am
sure we will share many wonderful
experiences in the future.

Sue Bader & Abby Fisher

and

Mi

che

Trina Novak, Jane Spigle, Arline Aransky, Betty Weiner, Patti Grossman
& Julie Bailit from Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood, Needham, MA

The installation service on Saturday evening A plenary session



